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Sundarban Trip - Sonakhali / Katrakhali and Fisheries

On 18th Feb, 2017 Arun with me took a childhood friend of me, Shibaji Roy
and left kolkata 6 30 AM. We stayed the night in the launch boat at
Sonakhali owned by Shibaji. We occupied three separate rooms and had a
good night goat meal dinner and then adda before sleep. The next day we
went to Katra khali where Shibaji has 120 years old parental property.A
part of land donated and converted as school has about 300 school
children. During break at 12 noon we met students and sang "Aguner

parasmani” and then National Anthem. The students were very happy.

Then we went to a Fishery on the way and had a rare experience of seeing

fish breeding. We were presented a nearly 4 kg Katla fish from the pond.
We came back at 6PM. It was nice,sweet day.
Here are some photos available in bec69.org website Photo Gallery page:

http://www.bec69.org/bec69/pgallery.php
Album name: “Sundarban Trip - 18 Feb 2017”

- Ashoke Datta


http://www.bec69.org/bec69/pgallery.php
https://goo.gl/photos/VwLqWj1NYFHThuq37
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Ek Din Dal Bendhe

All six of us, Punnyo, Amir, Arun,Chitta, Shyamal and me, Ashoke left in
two cars driven by Amir and Me on 25th Feb,2017 at 7 AM from kolkata to
Potmaya a tiny village called Naya in West Midnapore,WB. It was planned
by amir who had prior information. Distance from kolkata to Naya is 120
kms. We stopped at Kolkaghat for breakfast ( Luchi,ghugni,sweets and
tea). The about 9PM we left again.Leaving the highway no 6 at Debra we
crossed Balichak station to reach Pingla and then drove a sweet beautiful
road through green fiends to reach Naya exactly at 10 30 AM which our
GPS suggested--" you have reached your destination". As we met Bahadur
chitrakar who made arrangements, we parked our cars at the village
entrance and went inside.They helped us to take the luggage which

included my harmonium.

Then the real facinating journey starts. All the small houses were painted
with beautiful colors, mainly figures of fishes, birds, tress and nature. The
ladies were working ready to sell gents and ladies garments, toys,
decoratives etc. We were given beds in rooms in a newly well-built Guest
House inside the village. This has been built by the Govt. All the villagers
have one common surname as Chitrakars,We were feeling mesmerised.
Soon a team of about 30 Italian students from Milan University came there
with a Bengali professor, Urmila Chakarbarty. She lives there last few
decades.In the main hall there was all of us and the workshop started. The
village ladies joined, there were potua songs. the ladies taught the students

how to make colors from flowers and leaves. They made beautiful paintings



on papers. There were songs, dancing. While group left to see the village
and buy some staff we had our Mach/bhat/begunbhaja in Bahadur,s home.
After little rest we went see the market place where we met Dukhu shyam
chitrakar , the head of the village. He is a facinating person who
writes,composes ,sings and paints too. In the evening we had musical
session with villagers who enthralled us with songs. We too reciprocated.
Bahadur's wife made made Jhal desi murgi for dinner. Oh what a
delicious.we came back and slept well till got up at 5AM with Ajans. we had
sweet morning tea and morning walk through the villgage greens.The the
luchi, tarkari breakfast and left for kolkata at 12 noon. The cost per person

for stay, lunch, dinner and breakfast was Rs 750/- per person.

As we reached kolkata 4 30 PM , we had lunch at kolaghat with beer.

We are going to remember our experience rest of our life.

Here are some photos available in bec69.org website Photo Gallery page:

http://www.bec69.org/bec69/pgallery.php
Album name: “Potmaya Trip - 25 Feb 2017”

- Ashoke Datta.


http://www.bec69.org/bec69/pgallery.php
https://goo.gl/photos/rRFQXvoYk7gDFcpy9



